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cervical spine together with the risk of recurrence in the subsequent 3 years \[[@CR14], [@CR15]\].
Because of its rarity, treatment of *E. coli* spinal osteomyelitis is still challenging. Early diagnosis is
essential for optimal management of this type of infection. The role of surgery in the treatment of
primary acute *E. coli* vertebral osteomyelitis and post-traumatic osteomyelitis, as well as in
relapsed infection, remains controversial. In recent years, surgical intervention has usually been
discouraged as indicated by the present results. However, a surgical treatment was recommended
because of the lack of surgical options for the treatment of this type of infection. In these cases, the
morbidity associated with any surgical procedure may outweigh its benefits. In our cases, we
performed a surgical treatment using only debridement without stabilizing the spine, antibiotic
administration, or bone grafting. After a mean follow-up of 2.9 years, no relapse of infection was
observed. Therefore, we could conclude that surgical treatment using only debridement without
stabilizing the spine may be considered in patients with primary or relapsed infection even if the
infection is deep seated or multiple. Conclusions {#Sec4} =========== We reported 2 rare
cases of primary or relapsed *E. coli* vertebral osteomyelitis presenting with severe back pain
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