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the two sites when the study areas were
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higher levels of species richness and
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biomass at the oyster reef site. In contrast,
the level of heterogeneity or diversity of

species composition was similar at the two
sites when the study areas were highly

productive, although it was greater at the
oyster reef site when times of low primary
production were compared with those of

high primary production. The lower level of
heterogeneity in species composition at the

oyster reef site may result from: (1)
differences in the spatial distribution of

dominant species, and (2) differences in the
relative abundance of species within the

study areas. The reduced productivity of the
oyster reef site was correlated with low
density of oyster recruits (\ 6d1f23a050
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